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Sorensen Magnet School 

     of the Arts and Humanities 
Sorensen Mission Statement:  Sorensen is an artistically-enriched school which empowers 

students by providing an academically excellent education for every child. 

1 down, 1 to go: Congratulations for having made it through the first half of the school year! We 

hope your students feel a sense of accomplishment for having completed the first semester and 

anticipate an even better spring semester.  Please make a mental note to ask your student for 

their report card as they were sent home in their backpacks on Wednesday (February 1
st
) this 

week.  Report cards are located in envelopes with parent/legal guardian names labeled on the 

front.   

 

District #271 Levy and Bond Campaign: Parents, please plan to cast your vote on March 14th for 

the Coeur d’Alene District #271 Bond and Levy.  All of the funding from both initiatives is neces-

sary in supporting student learning and facilities throughout the district.  For more information, 

please contact us or the district office.  “Red, White, and Blue” informational flyers are available at 

the front office and can be e-mailed upon request.  Please know that while the bond may not di-

rectly affect Sorensen in the coming initiative, we all can attest to the Sorensen remodel several 

years back and the great new building we have as a result.  The levy is another necessary aspect 

at Sorensen.  Without this funding, we lose the opportunity for new curriculum, supplies, support 

staff, and more.   

 

Sorensen Auction: Preliminary plans for the 11
th

 Annual Sorensen Auction Soiree are underway!  

This year also marks the 10 year anniversary for Sorensen Magnet School of the Arts and Human-

ities.  Last month’s newsletter included a historical perspective, emphasizing the important role 

magnet funds play in maintaining the Arts and Humanities programs in our school.  Many of you 

attended our Artist in Residence assembly at Friday gathering two weeks ago and witnessed a 

special performance put on by our students.  Did you also know this included 2 weeks of class-

room instruction, designing and making Hawaiian costumes, ornaments, and stage props?  This 

massive undertaking was organized and accomplished thanks to our Artist in Resident: Bria  Zan 

Thompson, and Arts Director: Carrie Scozzaro in addition to our Sorensen staff.  Students were 

immersed in numerous cultural aspects having to do with native customs, Hawaiian language, 

dance, song; ultimately developing their understanding, awareness, and appreciation for the Ha-

waiian culture.  All of this is a primary example of how magnet funds make things like this possi-

ble at Sorensen.  Please consider volunteering and becoming a part of the process by going to 

www.smpto.org and becoming a member OR read through the FAQ’s and learn all the different 

ways you can contribute as a volunteer.   

 

Be Part of Our Village!  Amazing School!!  Big Ideas!!! 
 

Mr. DePew 

mailto:www.smpto.org


Calendar 
Feb 13   PTO Meeting 6:30pm 
Feb 14   Valentine’s Day 
Feb 20   NO SCHOOL ~ Presidents’  
    Day 

Sorensen Spelling Bee Winners 
 

Congratulations to the following win-
ners of this years spelling bee: 
 

2nd Grade: 
Winner:  Alex Pulsipher 
 

3rd Grade: 
1st Place:  Olivia May 
Runner-up:  Emerson Rakes 
 

4th Grade: 
1st Place:  Joel Bryan 
Runner-up:  Avery Villarreal 
 

5th Grade: 
1st Place:  Henry DePew 
Runner-up:  Simon Gage 
 

6th Grade: 
1st Place:  James Bogdanowicz 
Runner-up:  Elizabeth Nelson 
 

Thank you to all of the students that participated.  
Everyone did a great job! 

Invent Idaho 2016 
 

These are the winners and the catego-

ries they competed in at Invent Idaho 

2016.  All of these students will ad-

vanced to the Regional Competition!  Way to go, 

inventors! 
 

Games & Gadgets: 
 

 2nd place:  Kids Save The Environment - 

Adeline Smith & Maiya Terry 
 

Non-Working Models: 
 

 Best in Category:  IRise - 6th Grade Connor 

Unruh 

 1st Place:  Roller Rocket Boots:  2nd Grade 

Violet Petersen 

 2nd Place:  Gas Filtration System:  5th Grad-

ers Nathan Edmonds & Chet Hanna 
 

Jules Verne: 
 

 1st Place:  Subcopter - 2nd Grade Cal 

McDevitt 

 2nd Place:  Go-Go Food:  5th Graders Annie 

Kate Unruh, Ava Forsberg & Koryn Miller 

Mark Your Calendars! 

“A Night of Vintage USO 

Fun” 
 

Your 2017 Sorensen auction 

committee is already working hard to put to-

gether a fabulous event.  Please save the date 

for this years auction: 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2017 

COEUR D’ALENE FAIRGROUNDS 

“A NIGHT OF VINTAGE USO FUN” 

Library Corner 
 

Again, Happy New Year!  The 
library hopes 2017 is filled with 
celebrated books and thoughtful 

ideas.  Continuing this month, Reading is the Ticket 
to Silverwood Theme Park reading logs are being 
sent home.  This year’s reading theme is “Explorers 
and Explorations.”  We will be working hard to in-
spire your student to read for enjoyment with activi-
ties and lessons to expand students’ knowledge of 
explorers-past, present, and future.  Students will be 
encouraged to stretch their imaginations to include 
scientists, writers, inventors, and even themselves 
and other young people, among those who can be 
considered explorers.  Participating in the Reading 
is the Ticket club, students will be challenged to 
read for pleasure with the offer of a very exciting 
reward - - a free admission to Silverwood Theme 
Park!  Reading logs are due back to classroom 
teachers by March 15, 2017.  Let your imaginations 
ignite!  ~ Mrs. Rakes, Librarian 

5th Grade 
Boys’ and Girls’ Nights Out 

 
5th Grade Students and Parents:  
Mark your calendars!   
 
 Girls’ Night Out with Mom and Dad:  Monday, 

March 20th from 6:00 - 8:00pm. 
 
 Boys Night Out with Mom and Dad:  Tuesday, 

March 21st from 6:00 - 7:30pm. 
 
This in an educational evening with Nurse Laura, 
Mrs. Bain, Mrs. Palmer and Miss Hilary to discuss 
the changes that occur in our bodies as we enter 
adulthood.  More details to follow through the 5th 
grade newsletter as well as permission slips.  Let 
us help you break the ice! 
We will be serving pizza both nights! 
 



Information About the Flu 
 

Please be aware that influenza (flu) 
is going around our community. An-
yone can catch the flu, but young 
children, older adults and people 

with certain health conditions are at risk for serious 
complications. Flu symptoms include fever, chills, 
muscle aches, cough, congestion, runny nose, 
headaches, and fatigue.  
 

How to reduce your risk of catching the flu: 
 

 Get the flu shot! Call your doctor’s office, or 
check your local pharmacy. 

 

 Wash your hands frequently (15-20 seconds in 
warm, soapy water) or use an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer.  

 

 Cover your cough! Use a tissue to cough or 
sneeze into and dispose of it quickly! If you don’t 
have a tissue, cover your mouth and nose with 
your elbow, like a vampire! 

 

 Stay away from sick people! 
 

 Eat healthy, exercise and be sure to get enough 
sleep! 

 

 Wipe down frequently used items or surfaces 
(door knobs, toys, remote controls, etc.) with a 
disinfectant wipe! 

 

Remember: if you or your child has a fever of 100 
degrees or more, stay at home! Your child may re-
turn to school when the temperature has been lower 
than 100 degrees, without fever-reducing medica-
tion, for 24 hours.  
 

If flu-like symptoms are present for more than 24 
hours, seek medical care. Your doctor can prescribe 
antiviral medications that will help reduce the risk of 
serious complications and may shorten the duration 
of your illness. These medications work best if they 
are started within 2 days of getting sick. 
 

For further information, please call Panhandle 
Health at (208) 415-5100 or go to the CDC website 
at https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/preventing.htm 

Give Kids A Smile! 
 

This February, Idaho Dentists and 
their staff will give FREE Dental 
Care to uninsured children in 
need. 

 

This will be offered the ENTIRE month of Feb-
ruary for children who DO NOT have dental 
insurance (children with Medicaid & CHIP are 
not eligible). 
 

Contact one of the dental offices listed below 
to schedule a FREE appointment.  Let them 
know you are calling about the Give Kids A 
Smile program.  Appointments are made on 
first call, first serve basis...please schedule 
your child as soon as possible! 
 

Coeur d’Alene: 
 

Coeur d’Alene Dental Center: 
 Drs. Thompson, McVey & McVey 
 1322 W. Kathleen Ave., Ste. 1 
 208-667-7461 
 

Coeur d’Alene Family Dentistry 
 Dr. Larsen 
 2201 N. Government Way, Ste. G 
 208-664-9129 
 

Riverstone Dental Care 
 Drs. Ditto, Pulsipher, Snow, Turner & Major 
 2344 Merritt Creek Loop 
 208-676-8500 
 
Hayden: 
 

Avondale Dental 
 Drs. Wilson, Martin, and Robson 
 1683 E. Miles Ave. 
 208-772-4066 
 
Post Falls: 
 

Woodland Family Dentistry 
 Drs. Welton & Welton 
 1100 E. Polston Ave. 
 208-777-9599 

Run for 271! 
Saturday, June 4, 2017 at Mceuen Park 

9:00 - 1:00pm 
Our P.E program needs supplies and equip-
ment.  Here is a fun way for you and your child to get exercise 
and support Sorensen’s P.E. program. 
Bounce Houses and Lawn Games; Face painting; Arts & 
Crafts; Music and Food; Huge Raffle 
Register online and be sure to choose Sorensen as your child’s 
school!  www.RunFor271.org 
Kids’ obstacle Course $12 and/or Fun 5K $25.  Mark your cal-
endars! 

Box Tops for Education 
 

Keep clipping those Box Tops for 

Education for Sorensen!  We  col-

lect them all year!  There is a drop box in the 

office.  If you need information for which prod-

ucts have Box Tops on them, go to box-

topsforeducation.com.  Thank you for collecting 

these for our school! 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/preventing.htm
mailto:www.RunFor271.org


Nighttime Residency 
 

Parents, 
In order to make certain all our 
students receive appropriate ed-
ucational supports, Coeur d’Alene School Dis-
trict 271 conducts a mid-year residency verifica-
tion, Residency is defined as where your family 
sleeps at night.  Has your residency changed 
since September 6, 2016?  If yes AND if any of 
the following statements are true for your fami-
ly, please contact your school counselor or the 
Coeur d’Alene School District McKinney-Vento 
Liaison, James Curb at 208-664-8241 ext. 1061 
or jcurb@cdaschools.org for more information 
about educational services that may be availa-
ble to your student(s) and family. 
 

 We are doubled up with friends, grandpar-
ents, or other family due to economic condi-
tion. 

 

 We are living at a motel/hotel because other 
housing is unattainable. 

 

 We are living in a domestic violence shelter. 
 

 We are living in transitional housing. 
 

 We are sleeping in public places or aban-
doned buildings. 

 

 We are living in a car, trailer or 
campground. 

 

 We are living in a home for pregnant or un-
wed mothers without another place in which 
to live. 

 

 I am a student not in the physical custody of 
my parents or guardian. 

Why whole grains are a healthier 

choice 
 

Ever wondered what the big deal is with 

“whole grains?”  We’re faced with choos-

ing them when we buy things like bread, 

cereals and pastas.  The difference between whole 

grain flour and processed flour used to make these 

products is what’s been lost in the processing.  

Grains in their natural state have important parts 

that provide fiber, vitamins and minerals.  When 

grain is processed to make white flour, the good 

nutrients and fiber is stripped away.  It’s a known 

fact that fiber helps to make you feel full longer 

after meals...not to mention that it is closely con-

nected to good gastro-intestinal health.  Examples 

of whole grains include, brown or wild rice, barley, 

bulgur, oatmeal, whole wheat breads and even 

popcorn.  Look for products labeled as “whole 

grain” and aim for items with at least 3 grams of 

fiber per serving.  Nutrition services here at School 

District 271 takes the importance of whole grains 

seriously, baking fresh breads and rolls with whole 

grain flours and using whole grain products on our 

menus.  See more on this and other nutrition topics 

on our website at www.cdaschools.org.  

FREE Developmental Screening 
This is for all children in the Coeur 
d’Alene School District 0-5 years of age.  
This screening will provide parents with 

information regarding their child’s development in: 
 

 Speech & language 
 Large & small muscles 
 Concepts 
 Vision and hearing 

 

The screening will take place on March 20, 2017 at Har-
ding Head Start Harding Family Center, 411 N. 15th 
Street, CDA, ID.  Call (208) 666-6762 to schedule an ap-
pointment. 
For all children in the CDA School District (including 
those home-schooled and in private school settings) be-
tween the ages 5-21 who may have individual needs that 
result from disabilities and may benefit from special ser-
vices or related services, please contact Special Services  
at (208)664-4433 for details on the referral process. 

Library’s 28th Writers Competition 

Contest for fiction, nonfiction entries 

up to 2,000 words 
 

The 28th annual contest to find great writers 

in our community has begun at the CDA Pub-

lic Library! 

The Writers Competition is for fiction and nonfiction - 

no poetry please - up to 2,000 words.  Entry forms, 

rules and a guide to creating an entry are available by 

visiting the main library or Lake City Public Library on 

Ramsey Road, by e-mail request to dtow-

send@cdalibrary.org, by download at cdalibrary.org/

witers/,  or by sending a self-addressed, stamped 

envelope to:  Writers Competition, CDA Public Library, 

702 E. Front Ave., CDA, ID  83814-4012. 

The deadline for entries is Friday, March 31.  Each 

competitor may submit up to two entries in whatever 

combination of fiction and/or nonfiction they choose. 

Entries will be judged in age groups 6-8, 9-11, 12-14, 

15-18, and 19-plus by professional writers, editors, 

and educators.  Winning entries will receive cash 

awards in each category and age group, $100 for 

first, $50 for second, and $25 for Third.  Profession-

ally bound volumes containing all entries in the com-

petition will be placed in the library collection. 

For more information:  David Townsend, communica-

tions coordinator, 208-769-2375 ext. 426 or dtow-

send@cdalibrary.org. 

http://www.cdaschools.org/



